
Grade 11- United States History and Government 
2nd Marking Period Curriculum Map
Content Standard  Theme

I – The Constitution tested- Nationalism and Sectionalism 
1. The Constitution in Jeopardy: The American Civil War 

a. United States Society Divided 
A. Party disintegration and realignment and sectional polarization 

(Kansas-Nebraska Act, disintegration of the Whig Party and the Rise 
of the Republican Party, Dred Scott Decision, John Brown’s raid) 

B. Abraham Lincoln, the secession crisis, and efforts at compromise 
(Lincoln-Douglas debate, election of 1860, secession compromise 
plan, Ft. Sumter) 

b. Wartime Actions 
A. Military Strategy, major battles (Antietam, Gettyburg), and human toll 
B. Impact of War on home front (Civil Liberties during the Civil War, 

women’s roles) 
C. Government Policy during the War (wartime finances, creating a 

national currency, transcontinental railroad, homestead act) 
D. Lincoln and Emancipation (the Emancipation proclamation, the 

Gettysburg address, African-American participation in the Civil War, 
the 13th Amendment) 
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II – The Reconstructed Nation 
1. Reconstruction Plans 

a. Lincoln’s plan 
b. Congressional reconstruction 
c. Post-Civil War Amendments (13th, 14th, and 15th) 
d. Impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
e. The reconstructed nation and the shifting relationships between the federal 

government, state governments, and individual citizens 
2. The North 

a. Economic and Technological impacts of the Civil War 
b. Expanding world markets 
c. Developing labor needs 

3. The New South 
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a. Agriculture: land and labor (sharecropping and tenant farming) 
b. Status of freedmen 

A. The economic, political, social, and educational experiences of 
formerly enslaved African Americans 

B. From exclusion to segregation 
c. Struggle for political control in the New South 
d. Supreme court interpretation of the 13th and 14th Amendments (Civil Rights 

cases, 1883) 
e. The Emerging debate over “proper” role of African Americans 

4. End of Reconstruction 
a. Disputed election of 1876 
b. End of military occupation 
c. Restoration of white control in the south (1870s and 1880s) and abridgement of 

rights of freed African-Americans 
d. Plessy V. Ferguson, 1896: “Separate but equal” 

5. The Impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction: Summary 
a. On political alignment 
b. On the nature of citizenship 
c. On Federal-State relations 
d. On the development of the North as an Industrial Power 
e. On American Society 
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III – The Rise of American Business, Industry, and Labor 
1. Economic Transformation and the Search for Order 

a. Business response to change: organize and rationalize 
b. Organizational Response 

A. From proprietorship and partnership to the rise of monopolies 
B. Incorporation 
C. Capital concentration; consolidation 
D. Expanding markets: national and international 
E. Merchandising changes, department stores, mail order catalogs 

2. Major areas of growth in business and industry 
a. Transportation: railroads and automobiles; urban transportation 
b. Building materials; steel 
c. Energy Sources: coal, oil, electricity 
d. Communication; telephone, telegraph 
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3. Representative Entrepreneurs: Case Studies in concentrated wealth and effort (other 
personalities may be substituted; local examples of enterprise should also be used) 

a. John D. Rockefeller; oil; Andrew Carnegie: Steel; Henry Ford: Auto 
b. Work Ethic: Cotton Mather to Horatio Alger 
c. Conflict between public good and private gain, e.g. use of resources  

4. New Business and Governmental practices: Popular and governmental responses 
a. Laissez-faire and government support; interpretation of the 14th Amendment by 

Supreme court 
b. Railroad “pooling”; rate inequalities (Wabash, St. Louis, and Pacific Railway 

vs. Illinois, 1886); railroad regulation: state and national ICC. 
c. Competition and Absorption; mergers and trusts; Sherman Antitrust Act, 

1890(Unites States vs. E.C. Knight, 1895) 
5. Labor’s response to economic change: Organize 

a. Efforts at national labor union: Knights of Labor (1869); AF of L (1881 – 
1886); ILGWU (1900) 

1) “Bread & Butter” objections 
2)  Union and Social Issues (Education) 
3)  Attitude towards immigrants, African-Americans, women 
4) Union leadership (Gompers, Debs) 

b. Struggle and Conflict 
1) Major Strikes: Gains and Losses – Homestead, Pullman (In Re 

Debs, 1895), Lawrence 
2) Management position 
3) Weapons or tactics employed in disputes between labor and 

management 
4) Attitudes and role of government 

6. Agrarian response to economic change: Organize and Protest 
a. The Grange movement as agrarian protest 
b. Populism: a political response – William Jennings Bryan and the election of 

1896 
1) Case Study: The Populists as a grassroots political party 

c.   National government response: Interstate Commerce Act, 1887 
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IV – Adjusting Society to Industrialism: American People and Places 
1. Impact of Industrialization 

a. Urban Growth 
1) Attractions: jobs, education, culture, public education systems 
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2) Problems (slums, increased crime, inadequate water and sanitation 
services) 

3) Skyscrapers and elevators; tenements and walk-ups 
4) Social Darwinism, increased class division, conspicuous consumption, 

social conscience, philanthropy 
b. Work and Workers 

1) Factories and people – immigrant patterns of settlement 
2) Geographic, economic, social and political considerations 
3) Working conditions: “wage slavery” 
4) Living conditions: company towns and urban slums 
5) The Great Migration: the migration of African-Americans to the North 

c. Women, families, and work 
1) Traditional roles – Victorian ideal and reality 
2) Outside and inside their homes: double drudgery 
3) Jobs for domestics, laundresses, and textile workers; technology 

brought jobs as telephone operators and typists 
4) Emerging family patterns: two wage earners, broken homes 
5) Problems of child labor, elderly, disabled, and African-American 

women  
- Case Study: Child Labor 

6) Role of religion in a pluralistic society 
- Religious tolerance develops slowly 
- Puritan beliefs and values influenced our historical development 
- Religion and party politics to 1896 

d. The growing middle class (consumerism and its material benefits and effect 
e. Art & Literature (Mark Twain and penny dailies) 

2. Immigration, 1850 – 1924 
a. New Sources: eastern / southern Europe; Asia-the “new ethnicity” 

1) Case studies: Italian immigration, Chinese immigration (1850 – 1924, 
West to East migration), Russian / Jewish immigration 

b. The impulses abroad 
c. The attractions here: labor shortages, liberty, and freedoms 
d. Urbanization: ghettos 
e. “Americanization” process 
f. Impact on family, religion, education, and politics 
g. Contributions to American society 
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1) Diversity of the United States population 
3. Reactions to the “new” immigration 

a. Cultural pluralism: assimilation (Americanization), acculturation (“melting pot” 
or cultural pluralism), or both 

b. Nativist reactions: Stereotyping and prejudice 
1) Case study: Irish immigration 

c. Impact on African-Americans and other established minorities 
d. “Yellow Peril”, West Coast restrictions 
e. Literacy testing, 1917 
f. The Red Scare 
g. Quota Acts of 1921 and 1924 

4. The frontier (1850 – 1890)  
a. Land west of the Mississippi 

1) Rolling plains and the Great American Desert 
2) Native American Indian nations; concept of oneness with the 

environment 
3) The Homestead Act, 1862, and the settlement of the West 

b. The impact of industrialization 
1) Improved transportation facilitated shipping of foodstuff and 

migration of population 
2) Western migration of immigrants 
3) Potential for investment: development of key urban centers 

c. Native American Indians 
1) Pressure of advancing white settlement: differing views of land use 

and ownership 
2) Treaties and legal status 
3) The Indian wars: 1850 – 1900 
4) Legislating Indian Life: reservations; Dawes Act (1887) 
5) Indian civil rights laws – legal status of Native American Indians, 

1887 – 1970; citizenship, 1924; self government, 1934; self-
determination, 1970 
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