"\l YONKERS

PUBLIC SCHOOLS Superintendent’s Week In Review
Vol. 1 Issue 20: Jan. 24, 2025

Dear Yonkers Public Schools
Community,

This week, as we reflected on the
enduring legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., we were reminded
of the power of his vision for

IN TH IS ISSU E equality, and justice for all. In
Message from the Superintendent - partnership with Mayor Mike

District Digest 28 Spano, we launched the Martin
Superintendent Soler's Week in Review Luther King Jr. Poem & Essay
Contest to encourage our students

Superintendent Soler Congratulates Student
to explore these themes and at PEACE Program Recoghnition Ceremony

express their creativity.

| encourage all students to participate and share their thoughts on how Dr. King’s legacy continues to inspire
us today.

This week also showcased the incredible accomplishments of our students and schools. | am thrilled to
announce that a team of students from PEARLS Hawthorne School has been selected as one of the 60
winning teams in NASA’s TechRise Student Challenge! Congratulations to these future engineers and
explorers and their teacher, Dr. Alecia Redway, for this remarkable achievement.

A highlight of the week was celebrating the incredible accomplishments of five graduates from the PEACE
Program. This innovative program, offers a flexible and individualized approach to support students on their
unique paths to success. Congratulations to Abigail Cruz, Brallant Vazquez, Tyler Wood-Wilder, Yulisa
De’Leon De’Leon, and Jahshua Thompson on this amazing milestone. Your resilience and determination
inspire us all. A heartfelt thank you to the dedicated educators and administrators who make programs like
PEACE possible, reminding us of the transformative power of education.

We also had the pleasure of welcoming Superintendent Roger Leon of Newark Public Schools to visit Robert
Halmi Sr. Film & TV Academy. This Academy represents a significant step forward in preparing students for
careers in media and entertainment, solidifying Yonkers as Hollywood on the Hudson.

www. YonkersPublicSchools.org
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Our My Sister’s Keeper students from Lincoln High School had an
extraordinary opportunity this week to attend a panel discussion
with Sundance filmmakers. Serving as greeters at the event,
these students not only engaged with industry professionals but
also gained unique insights into the world of filmmaking.
Opportunities like this inspire our students to dream big and
envision a future filled with possibilities.

Congratulations are also in order for the Obama Lightning
basketball team, who claimed their third tournament
championship of the season! Special recognition goes to
Tournament MVP Seediya Jabbi for her outstanding

performance. We are so proud of the team’s hard work and (L:R) Newark Superintendent of Schools Roger Leon &
determination! Yonkers Superintendent of Schools Anibal Soler, Jr.

Lastly, a quick reminder that all schools will be closed on Wednesday, January 29, 2025, in observance of
Lunar New Year. Classes will resume on Thursday, January 30.

Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. Together, we will continue to inspire, support, and
celebrate the Yonkers Magic that defines our schools.

Anibal Soler, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

www.YonkersPublicSchools.org



D ISTRI CT Get a front-row seat to what Superintendent Soler has

been up to and what Yonkers Public Schools is
celebrating this week. From his key moments to
exciting activities across our schools, it’s all right here!

PEACE Program Recognition Ceremony:
A Celebration of Resilience and Achievement

Honoring Five Remarkable Students

We had the privilege of celebrating the incredible accomplishments of five graduates from the Program
for Extended Academic & Civic Engagement (PEACE) Program. The PEACE Program embodies

innovation and care, offering a flexible, individualized approach that equips students with the tools they
need to succeed.

Congratulations to this year’s graduates:
e Abigail Cruz (Yonkers Montessori Academy)
e Brallant Vazquez (Yonkers Montessori Academy)
» Tyler Wood-Wilder (Yonkers Montessori Academy)
* Yulisa De’Leon De’Leon (Yonkers Middle High School)
» Jahshua Thompson (Lincoln High School)

WY oukoendWMagic www.YonkersPublicSchools.org
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Launching Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
Poem & Essay Contest

b REV. DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. StUdentS Are
N POEM/ESSAY CONTEST

Encouraged to Participate!

Entry (Grades 1-4)

Poem Entry (Grades 5:8) In partnership with Mayor Mike Spano, Yonkers Public
Schools has launched the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Poem and Essay Contest to honor Dr. King’s vision. This
year’s theme focuses on the dignity of labor and the fight for
economic justice.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

Submissions are due Friday, February 14, 2025, and may be
emailed to contest@yonkersny.gov.

for more information

Congratulations PEARLS
Students!

Their project, the “Halogen to Ozone
Proportionality Experiment (Hope),” earned them
$1,500 to build their payload and the opportunity
to launch their experiment on a NASA-supported

test flight. Guided by their teacher, Dr. Alecia
Redway, these students represent the next
generation of explorers and innovators.
Congratulations!

WY oukoendWMagic www.YonkersPublicSchools.org
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Creating Partnerships with Newark Public Schools!

Newark Superintendent Visits
“Hollywood on the Hudson”

After visiting Newark Public Schools this week, we
welcomed Superintendent Roger Leon to tour the
Robert Halmi Sr. Film & TV Academy. The newest
school prepares students for careers in media and
entertainment, showcasing Yonkers as a hub for
creativity and opportunity. Thank you,
Superintendent Leon, for visiting!

Students Meet Industry
Professionals

Students from My Sister’s Keeper (MSK)
program attended a special panel featuring
Sundance filmmakers. As greeters for the event,
the students had the chance to meet and interact
with panelists, gaining valuable insights into the
world of filmmaking. Events like these inspire our
students to dream big and explore their potential.

www.YonkersPublicSchools.org
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Nominate a Teacher: 2026 NYS Teacher of the Year

TEACHER OF THE \./_ AR PROGRAM
APPLICATION DEADLINE FEBRUARY 7, 2025

The Teacher of the Year program recognizes exemplary educators.
Every year, a New York State Teacher of the Year is chosen to serve,as’an’ambassador for New
York State teachers and New York State’s nominee for the NulwnuITeu;hremi the Year.

Additional information indluding how to nominate uuieuthe_f_nd/ur submit
an application may be found on the NYSED Teacher of the Year, website,

Questions may be directed to the OFFICE OF STANDARDS & INSTRU[TII]I'I
518-474-5922 or PI2StuntlurdsIns|rudmn@n1:e‘d.gw.
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FRIENDS VS CANCER TOURNAMENT

oBAMA BOYS BASKETBALL

HY onberdMagic

Celebrate Yonkers Educators
Who Make a Difference

Do you know a teacher who has made a lasting
impact on students and families?

Nominate them for the 2026 New York State
Teacher of the Year Award!

Nominations are open through Friday, February 7,
2025. Let’'s make sure Yonkers Public Schools
educators get the recognition they deserve.

Champions of the Tournament!

The Obama Lightning basketball team continues to
dominate their tournament and claim their third
championship this season. Special congratulations
to Tournament MVP Seediya Jabbi, who averaged
an impressive 15 points, 11 rebounds, and 2.5
blocks per game.

Great job, team — keep shining!

www.YonkersPublicSchools.org
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Keep Everyone Safe and Healthy

g

ATTENTION PARENTS/GUARDIANS

FLU SEASON

DON'T SEND YOUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL WHEN THEY ARE SICK!

A ahild wha s sick will net be able to performs well in scheol end & likedy 1o spneod the illness 1o other children end
sioff. We swggest moking o plen for childeare oheod of ime to prepare for o comfurting ploce if your dhild is il
DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF HE OR SHE HAS:
« FEVER IN THE PAST 24 HOURS
* VOMITING IN THE PAST 24 HOURS
# DIARRHEA IN THE PAST 24 HOURS
= CHILS
* SORE THROAT
# STREP THROAT - THE CHILD MUST HAVE BEEM TAKING AN ANTIBIOTIC FOR
AT LEAST 24 HOUR'S BEFORE RETURNING TO SCHOOL
= EARACHE
= PERSISTENT HEADACHE
+ BADCOLD, WITH & VERY RUNNY NDSE O BAD (OUGH,
ESPECIALLY IF IT HAS KEEFT THE CHILD AWAKE AT NIGHT
*+ DRAINAGE FROM EYES WITH CRUSTING ON EVELIDS

1§ your chibd becomes ill o1 school and the scheol meese fasls the dhild is 1o sick te benefit from schoal er s contogious
1o ether children and staff, you will be colled b come and teke the child home from school. bt is exsentiel that your
ild's school bas wp o dae phees mumbers where you can be contorted during the doy ond emergency numbers.in
the event you oannet be reothed. Pleose b sure that amengements en be mode o trompoet your hild home from
sthosl ond thol dhildcore i avaikobls in cose of diness, I your deyfime or emergency phene number chenges desing
the year, pleese immedistely notity your child's sheal.

1 your child is absent for 3 or rmace deys, medicol juskication is roquired for niturn fo school. Please call your dild's
sthoel Haalih Office if you bave emy questions. or cencerms or coll the Medical end Nurting Senvices. o1 9143768726

N7
N DKERS
ATENCION PADRES /TUTORES
TEMPORADA DE INFLUENZA

NO MANDEN A SUS HUOS A LA ESCUELA CUANDO ESTEN ENFERMOS!

Un nifi enferma no pedra desempedarse bisn en o escuela y es prboble que contogie ba enfermedad o atres
nifiers y ol parsenal. Sugerimos hocer un plon de cuidado infontile ton enfitiparion para preparor un leger
reconfiertante si su hijo se enferme.

NO ENVIE A SU HIJO A LA ESCUELA SI TIENE:

+ FIEBRE UN LAS LTIMAS 24 HORAS

« VOMITOS EN LAS ULTIMAS 24 HORAS

* DIARREA EN LAS DITIMAS 24 HORAS

+ ESCALOFRIOS

+ DOLOR DE GARGANTA

« FARINGITIS ESTREPTOCOCICA: EL NIRD DEBE HABER ESTADO TOMANDO UN ANTIBIGTICO DURANTE
AL MENOS 24 HORAS ANTES DE REGRESAR A LA ESCUELA

+ DOLOR DE 0IDOS

« DOLOE DE CABEZA PERSISTENTE

+ RESFRIADO FUERTE, CON MUICHA SECRECION MAS D MAL SUERD, ESPECALMENTE SI HA MANTENIDO
AL NIND DESPIERTO DURANTE LA NOCHE

« SUPURACION DE LOS 0JOS CON COSTRAS EN PARPADOS

ok 1 I L O SRR P Y I TSR

S higo
derlo esoveln o s eondoginsn porm olros rifs y el persondl, s2 ke il
s eseniol que b escus de s i irmarcs o ebidon

o di

P ¥
meres e emerpend degy poed hoaakzorke Por kover, sseginese de gt st puede orgenizer o tronsporie de
su hijore cosn desde b esnueks y det que hery ot iporsbl g erthermedod. i su mimern de tekékono duronte of
dood iy oy | of, neilfigue deinmediclo oo estuels de s hife.

5i su hijo eshd ousente deronte 3 0mas dies, e requiere una justificocion médico pare regresor o lo escuela.
Lamse o lo Oficin de Sehud de lo eswelo de s bijo si fiene elguna prequns o inquietud o llome o Servides
méditos y de enfermeria ol 914 3768226,

Stay Healthy This Flu Season

Flu season is here! If your child is feeling unwell, please do not send them to school.
For any questions or concerns, reach out to your school nurse in the morning.

Stay connected with
Yonkers Public Schools!

Follow us for the latest news, events,
and school highlights.

Be part of the #YonkersMagic!

o @ yonkerspublicschools
@ @ yonkersschools

@ company/yonkers-public-schools

www.YonkersPublicSchools.org
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Photos From Across
The District
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YPS STUDENT ARTWORK

Gulllermo Gonzalez Flore

Cesar: Chavez School Gr IPJ:S. - Kinderg | ThompsonySchool§Gri5




