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Message from Superintendent Soler 

Superintendent’s Week In Review  

#YonkersMagic www.YonkersPublicSchools.org

Dear Yonkers Public Schools
Community, 

This week, as we reflected on the
enduring legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., we were reminded
of the power of his vision for
equality, and justice for all. In
partnership with Mayor Mike
Spano, we launched the Martin
Luther King Jr. Poem & Essay
Contest to encourage our students
to explore these themes and
express their creativity. 

Superintendent Soler Congratulates Student 
at PEACE Program Recognition Ceremony

I encourage all students to participate and share their thoughts on how Dr. King’s legacy continues to inspire
us today.

This week also showcased the incredible accomplishments of our students and schools. I am thrilled to
announce that a team of students from PEARLS Hawthorne School has been selected as one of the 60
winning teams in NASA’s TechRise Student Challenge! Congratulations to these future engineers and
explorers and their teacher, Dr. Alecia Redway, for this remarkable achievement.

A highlight of the week was celebrating the incredible accomplishments of five graduates from the PEACE
Program. This innovative program, offers a flexible and individualized approach to support students on their
unique paths to success. Congratulations to Abigail Cruz, Brallant Vazquez, Tyler Wood-Wilder, Yulisa
De’Leon De’Leon, and Jahshua Thompson on this amazing milestone. Your resilience and determination
inspire us all. A heartfelt thank you to the dedicated educators and administrators who make programs like
PEACE possible, reminding us of the transformative power of education.
 
We also had the pleasure of welcoming Superintendent Roger Leon of Newark Public Schools to visit Robert
Halmi Sr. Film & TV Academy. This Academy represents a significant step forward in preparing students for
careers in media and entertainment, solidifying Yonkers as Hollywood on the Hudson.
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Our My Sister’s Keeper students from Lincoln High School had an
extraordinary opportunity this week to attend a panel discussion
with Sundance filmmakers. Serving as greeters at the event,
these students not only engaged with industry professionals but
also gained unique insights into the world of filmmaking.
Opportunities like this inspire our students to dream big and
envision a future filled with possibilities.

Congratulations are also in order for the Obama Lightning
basketball team, who claimed their third tournament
championship of the season! Special recognition goes to
Tournament MVP Seediya Jabbi for her outstanding
performance. We are so proud of the team’s hard work and
determination!
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Lastly, a quick reminder that all schools will be closed on Wednesday, January 29, 2025, in observance of
Lunar New Year. Classes will resume on Thursday, January 30.

Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. Together, we will continue to inspire, support, and
celebrate the Yonkers Magic that defines our schools.
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Get a front-row seat to what Superintendent Soler has
been up to and what Yonkers Public Schools is

celebrating this week. From his key moments to
exciting activities across our schools, it’s all right here!

PEACE Program Recognition Ceremony: 

A Celebration of Resilience and Achievement  

PEACE Program Recognition Ceremony: 

A Celebration of Resilience and Achievement  

Honoring Five Remarkable Students  Honoring Five Remarkable Students  

We had the privilege of celebrating the incredible accomplishments of five graduates from the Program
for Extended Academic & Civic Engagement (PEACE) Program. The PEACE Program embodies
innovation and care, offering a flexible, individualized approach that equips students with the tools they
need to succeed.

Congratulations to this year’s graduates:
Abigail Cruz (Yonkers Montessori Academy)
Brallant Vazquez (Yonkers Montessori Academy)
Tyler Wood-Wilder (Yonkers Montessori Academy)
Yulisa De’Leon De’Leon (Yonkers Middle High School)
Jahshua Thompson (Lincoln High School)
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Art Contest for Grades

PreK - 8
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Get a front-row seat to what Superintendent Soler has
been up to and what Yonkers Public Schools is

celebrating this week. From his key moments to
exciting activities across our schools, it’s all right here!

Launching Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

Poem & Essay Contest 

Launching Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

Poem & Essay Contest 

Students Are 

Encouraged to Participate! 

Students Are 

Encouraged to Participate! 

Their project, the “Halogen to Ozone
Proportionality Experiment (Hope),” earned them
$1,500 to build their payload and the opportunity
to launch their experiment on a NASA-supported

test flight. Guided by their teacher, Dr. Alecia
Redway, these students represent the next

generation of explorers and innovators.
Congratulations!

Congratulations PEARLS

Students! 

Congratulations PEARLS

Students! 

NASA TechRise Winners At PEARLS Hawthorne School NASA TechRise Winners At PEARLS Hawthorne School 

In partnership with Mayor Mike Spano, Yonkers Public
Schools has launched the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Poem and Essay Contest to honor Dr. King’s vision. This

year’s theme focuses on the dignity of labor and the fight for
economic justice. 

Submissions are due Friday, February 14, 2025, and may be
emailed to contest@yonkersny.gov. 

Click here for more information  

https://www.yonkersny.gov/1163/Dr-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-PoemEssay-Conte
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Creating Partnerships with Newark Public Schools!Creating Partnerships with Newark Public Schools!

Newark Superintendent Visits

“Hollywood on the Hudson”

Newark Superintendent Visits

“Hollywood on the Hudson”

Students from My Sister’s Keeper (MSK)
program attended a special panel featuring

Sundance filmmakers. As greeters for the event,
the students had the chance to meet and interact
with panelists, gaining valuable insights into the

world of filmmaking. Events like these inspire our
students to dream big and explore their potential.

Students Meet Industry

Professionals 

Students Meet Industry

Professionals 

MSK Students Meet Sundance Filmmakers  MSK Students Meet Sundance Filmmakers  

After visiting Newark Public Schools this week, we
welcomed Superintendent Roger Leon to tour the
Robert Halmi Sr. Film & TV Academy. The newest
school prepares students for careers in media and
entertainment, showcasing Yonkers as a hub for

creativity and opportunity. Thank you,
Superintendent Leon, for visiting!
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Nominate a Teacher: 2026 NYS Teacher of the YearNominate a Teacher: 2026 NYS Teacher of the Year

Do you know a teacher who has made a lasting
impact on students and families? 

Nominate them for the 2026 New York State
Teacher of the Year Award! 

Nominations are open through Friday, February 7,
2025. Let’s make sure Yonkers Public Schools

educators get the recognition they deserve. 
Learn More and Nominate

Celebrate Yonkers Educators 

Who Make a Difference

Celebrate Yonkers Educators 

Who Make a Difference

Obama Lightning Wins Third Tournament of the Season  Obama Lightning Wins Third Tournament of the Season  

The Obama Lightning basketball team continues to
dominate their tournament and claim their third

championship this season. Special congratulations
to Tournament MVP Seediya Jabbi, who averaged

an impressive 15 points, 11 rebounds, and 2.5
blocks per game. 

Great job, team – keep shining!

Champions of the Tournament!Champions of the Tournament!

https://bit.ly/4fqWvxc
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Keep Everyone Safe and HealthyKeep Everyone Safe and Healthy

Flu season is here! If your child is feeling unwell, please do not send them to school. 
For any questions or concerns, reach out to your school nurse in the morning.

Stay Healthy This Flu Season  Stay Healthy This Flu Season  
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The District

Mental Health Assembly at PEARLS                                      Mental Health Assembly at PEARLS                                      

Learning  Math Skills at  
Cross  Hill  Academy 
Learning  Math Skills at  
Cross  Hill  Academy 

Celebration for Students
 Who  Mastered ELA IXL  skills  at  School 22                    
Celebration for Students
 Who  Mastered ELA IXL  skills  at  School 22                    

Celebrating  Birthdays at Family School 32         Celebrating  Birthdays at Family School 32         

Boys Basketball Team at MLK Jr. Academy Boys Basketball Team at MLK Jr. Academy 
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Learning  Math  Skills  at  Cross  Hill  Academy Learning  Math  Skills  at  Cross  Hill  Academy 
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Mia Guitierrez,  Yonkers  Montessori  Academy,  Gr.
11

Mia Guitierrez,  Yonkers  Montessori  Academy,  Gr.
11

Zamar  Watt,  Riverside  High  School, Gr. 9                                    Zamar  Watt,  Riverside  High  School, Gr. 9                                    

Zhahjanna  Infante  Cruz, 
School  23,  Gr.7
Zhahjanna  Infante  Cruz, 
School  23,  Gr.7

Guillermo  Gonzalez-Flores, 
Cesar  Chavez  School,  Gr. 6
Guillermo  Gonzalez-Flores, 
Cesar  Chavez  School,  Gr. 6

Daniela  Oviedo  Zarate,  
J.S.S.M,  Gr.  Kindergarden
Daniela  Oviedo  Zarate,  
J.S.S.M,  Gr.  Kindergarden

Kylie  Avila, William  Boyce
Thompson  School,  Gr. 5
Kylie  Avila, William  Boyce
Thompson  School,  Gr. 5


