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Dear Yonkers Public Schools
Community,

February is a time to honor, reflect,
and celebrate as we recognize
Black History Month a month
IN TH IS ISSU E dedicated to acknowledging the
profound contributions of Black
VESSECERICRUEEEIENCENIBREZE  leaders, educators, and trailblazers
District Digest ho h h d historv and
Superintendent Soler's Week in Review who have shaped our hi y
continue to inspire the next

Superintendent Soler with Khalil Gibran School

FIEEE e Dol Uik HEax generation. Students During World Read Aloud Day

Student Artwork

Throughout the month, our schools will engage in meaningful discussions, lessons, and activities
that highlight the impact of Black excellence and the ongoing fight for justice and equality.

This week the Yonkers Magic was on full display across our schools from celebrating reading with students to
recognizing the power of sports in shaping young women'’s futures. Even with a midweek snow day, our
schools remained full of energy, collaboration, and learning.

However, | want to start with an important call to action.

Yonkers Public Schools is facing a $68 million budget deficit, and we need your input. As we work to
strengthen schools, improve efficiency, and maintain financial sustainability, we want to hear from
you! Your feedback will help shape our recommendations to the Board of Education, ensuring that the voices
of our families and community guide our next steps. Please take a moment to complete the Yonkers
Public Schools Community Survey. Click here to participate.

| kicked off my week with my personal faviroite, school visits! | went to Paideia School 24 and School 22,
where | witnessed firsthand the dedication of Principal Kim Davis, Principal Sony Grandoit, and their teams.
Seeing our students engaged in learning and thriving in a supportive environment is always inspiring.
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We also held a Principals Meeting at Cross Hill Academy, "”l[’[
reinforcing our shared commitment to student success. Strong

school leadership is key to ensuring every child in Yonkers Public

Schools has access to the education they deserve.

It was a joy to celebrate World Reading Day with Mayor Mike W[[”
Spano at Khalil Gibran School, where we read to students and

encouraged a lifelong love of books. We also celebrated National SHAY JOHNSON
Girls and Women in Sports Day, highlighting the importance of G5 SralisBra

athletics in building confidence, teamwork, and leadership skills \f

for young women in our district.
Congratulations to the Athlete of the Week,

. . . Shay Johnson, Gorton High School
I met with the Yonkers Council of PTAs to discuss ways to

strengthen advocacy efforts and expand collaboration. The
partnership between our schools and families is critical to student
success, and | appreciate their continued engagement in making
Yonkers Public Schools stronger.

Another exciting announcement: Nominations for Yonkers Teacher of the Year are now open! We are
looking for teachers from all subject areas, and nominations are welcome from students, parents, staff
members, and the general public. This is our chance to recognize the incredible educators who make a
difference in the lives of our students every day. Submit your nomination by March 3, 2025.

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to our students. Let’s keep working together to ensure
that Yonkers Public Schools remains a place of opportunity, growth, and Yonkers Magic for every child.

Anibal Soler, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools
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D ISTRI CT From key moments with Superintendent Soler to

exciting events across our schools, Yonkers Magic was

D ° t on full display. Catch up on all the highlights and
Ig es celebrations happening in YPS this week!

Strengthening Parent-School Collaboration

Meeting with the
Yonkers Council of PTAs

- e
g Yon kers Superintendent Soler met with the Yonkers Council of

y CO u n ci I f PTAs to discuss advocacy efforts, collaboration
O opportunities, and ways to strengthen the connection

:";‘.,,. PTA / PTS As between schools and families. Parent engagement
/ plays a key role in student success, and we are grateful

for the continued support of our PTA leaders!
EVERY CHILD. ONE VOICE.

Leaders Learning from Leaders

Superintendent Talks Leadership,
Community, & Yonkers Magic

In the latest episode of SuperEval: Leaders
Learning from Leaders, Superintendent Soler joins
host Steve Barkley for an insightful conversation
about leadership, education, and the power of
community engagement in urban schools.

WY oukoendWMagic www.YonkersPublicSchools.org



https://supereval.com/podcasts/episode-14-a-conversation-with-mr-anibal-soler-jr/
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Celebrating World Reading Day at
Khalil Gibran School

A Special Day with a
Special Guest!

To celebrate World Reading Day, Superintendent
Soler was joined by Mayor Spano at Khalil Gibran
School to read to some of our little learners.
Encouraging a love for books at an early age helps
foster creativity, critical thinking, and lifelong
learning. Thank you to all the students who
participated!

Teacher of the Year Nominations Are Now Open!

Recognizing Excellence in

NOMINATE Education

A T E AC H E R Do you know a Yonkers Public Schools teacher
who goes above and beyond for their students?

o F TH E YE AR Nominations for Teacher of the Year are now open!

We are seeking nominations for:
Teachers from all subject areas
Nominations from students, parents, staff, and
community members

%slﬁ%%o _ Deadline: March 3, 2025
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School Visits: Paideia School 24 & School 22
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Engaged Students &
o Dedicated Leaders

Superintendent Soler visited Paideia School 24
e led by Principal Kim Davis and School 22 led by
Principal Sony Grandoit. Seeing students
R engaged in learning and thriving in a supportive
b environment highlights the dedication of our
educators and school leaders. Thank you to the
school leaders and staff for their commitment to
PaIDEIA excellence.

Empowering Young
Female Athletes

Yonkers Public Schools proudly celebrated
National Girls & Women in Sports Day with
Mayor Spano, recognizing the power of athletics
in shaping strong, confident, and determined
young women. Sports provide valuable life
lessons in teamwork, leadership, and
perseverance, and we are proud of our student-
athletes who continue to break barriers!
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Yonkers Public Schools Community Survey
We Need Your Input!

We Want to Hear from YOU,
Your Voice Matters

"\ YONKERS

Yonkers Public Schools is facing a $68 million budget
PUBLIC SCHOOLS J J

deficit, and we must explore cost-saving measures to
ensure we continue providing a high-quality education
for all students.

CO M M U N I I I As we work to strengthen schools, improve

efficiency, and maintain financial sustainability, we

5 \ \( want to hear from YOU. Your feedback will help shape
i our recommendations to the Board of Education to
=\

reflect the priorities of our families and community.

Take the survey:

A Celebration of Black History
and Excellence

PUBLIC SCHOQLS
oy

Yonkers Public Schools proudly celebrates Black
. ! History Month with an inspiring evening at Lincoln High
B EEAAf“&"‘ﬁmﬁ“i E‘Tﬁ‘l‘i’g’ ERY School. Joiq us as we hon.or the ach{'evements, talents,
and contributions of African Americans throughout
Jeg’iﬂ/z@” history, showcasing the diversity and excellence of our
ko FeBRUARY 35,2025 students, families, and educators. Let’s come together
=30Pm - 730 7M. to reflect, celebrate, and inspire the next generation of
' e leaders!

AFRICAN AMERICANS AND LABOR
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Superintendent Soler’s
t Week in Review Photos
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District

Superintendent Soler’s
Week in Review Photos




District Photos From Across

| 9 es The District




YPS STUDENT ARTWORK
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Lucas Centeno, Boyce Thompson, Gr.'6

Olivia Delikat, Yo




