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English Language Arts Summer Reading Assignment 
June 5, 2018 

 

 

To the future graduate of Yonkers Montessori Academy class of 2022: 

 

 

Congratulations and welcome to tenth grade. My name is Mr. Berkowitz-Torres, and I will be your English teacher. 

We will meet formally on Thursday, September 6, 2018. For now, I want to provide a preface and warning. Do 

not assume that tenth grade is just another 180 days until another summer vacation. In the coming year, you will 

face the following challenges: 

 

• Each of you will sit to take the Common Core English Regents in June 2019 

 ∆ Passing this exam insures that you will be able to graduate on time 

 ∆ Passing this exam with at least a 90 will place you in Advanced Placement or College Link English Classes 

 

• For this Common Core exam, you will have THREE hours to… 

¡ Read 3 passages and then answer 24 multiple-choice questions; 4 to 10 questions per text  

¡ Read 4 articles to write an argument that uses at least 3 of those documents 

¡ Read 1 speech/work of fiction and write an analysis essay (SSTM) 

 

• Each of you will sit to take the PSAT in October of 2018 

 ∆ Even though you cannot fail this exam, your performance will alert colleges of your abilities 

 ∆ Performance on this exam will make you eligible for college scholarships 

 

Therefore, tenth grade is when you begin to stand out and compete against students in YMA but also against 

students in Yonkers, against students in New York State, and against students in the nation. In short, begin to 

consider where you want to be and what you want to be doing after High School. 

 

Since it is the summer, schoolwork is the last thing you want to think about. I do not blame you. Even though I 

sympathize with you, this does not mean that I want you “out of practice.” Summer vacation can best be compared 

to baseball’s spring training or football’s preseason- both of them requires some practice. And practice counts! In 

fact, I want you to “practice” reading and writing about those things that interest you. This can be done 

carefully within hours over the course of EIGHT WEEKS, or done carelessly over the course of 3 days. 
 

Your summer reading assignment consists of two parts: one non-fiction and one fiction. 

 

EACH ASSIGNMENT ACCRUES A GRADE FOR THE FIRST MARKING PERIOD! 

 

Part 1: Vocabulary in Context 

 

On Wednesday, September 12, 2018, you will also submit 5 vocabulary words from the four documents on 

Hosting the Olympics. This will be on a separate sheet of paper. The attached articles and directions will outline 

how you must find the word, copy the sentence before, copy the sentence after, and define the word and the part of 

speech. This will count as 1 test grade.  

 

Part 2: Non-Fiction Reading and Writing 

 

On Thursday, September 13, 2018, you will submit 4 annotated nonfiction articles on Hosting the Olympics.  

Text 1- “Impact of the Games on Olympic Host Cities” 

Text 2- “When the Games Come to Town: Host Cities and the Local Impacts of the Olympics” 

Text 3- “3 Reasons Why Hosting the Olympics Is A Loser’s Games” 

Text 4- “Factsheet: Legacies of the Games” 

 

You will use these annotated documents to write an argument in class the week of Monday, September 17, to 

Friday, September 21, 2018. This essay will count as your first essay grade. 

 



 2 

 

Part 3: Narrative Fiction and Prose (A Novel or Book) 

 

Reading is like swimming! You dive into a world and propel yourself forward, but you need to stop ever so often to 

catch your breath. I am requiring you to complete at least one novel/literary work of fiction. Read for 45-minutes at 

a time, then complete a reading log. The reading log is a chance for you to catch up and reflect on what you read.  

 

On Friday, September 14, 2018, you will present FOUR Reading Logs. 

 

On Friday, September 21, 2018, you will present the last FOUR Reading Logs. 

 

EACH READING LOG IS WORTH 50 POINTS.  

THESE READING LOGS WILL ACT AS 4 INDIVIDUAL TEST GRADES, SO YOU NEED 8 READING LOGS! 

 

YOU MUST READ…  

∆ Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist, 206 pages, 26 pages per reading log 

 

YOU MAY READ THE FOLLOWING AS A CHALLENGE…  

∆ Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees, 336 pages, 42 pages per reading log 

∆ Yann Martel Life of Pi, 326 pages, 41 pages per reading log 

∆ Markus Zusak The Book Thief, 592 pages, 74 pages per reading log 

 

E-MAIL IF YOU INTEND ON READING ONE OF THE SUMMER CHALLENGE BOOKS! 

 

YOU WILL FIND EXTRA READING LOGS ON THE SCHOOLS HOMEPAGE! YOU WILL NEED 

EIGHT OF THEM! 

 

 

If you have any questions, concerns or need additional reading logs, please e-mail me before Friday, August 17,  

 

I am requiring that you read for 40 minutes at a time. Please consider WHY you decided to read this novel and 

what the author wanted to teach or expose to his audience. 

 

∆ Each reading log will count as 50%. That means, you must submit 2 reading logs at a time.  

∆ All 8 reading logs will provide 4 passing exams. 

 

YOU MAY READ MORE THAN ONE NOVEL/BOOK! This will count as extra-credit.  

 

Attached, you will find the necessary forms and documents to help you succeed.  If you have questions,  

concerns, or need additional reading logs, you please email me at or LBerkowitz@yonkerspublicschools.org or 

ELABerkowitz@yahoo.com by Friday, August 17, 2018. 

 

 Sincerely,  

 

 

Mr. Berkowitz-Torres  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:LBerkowitz@yonkerspublicschools.org
mailto:ELABerkowitz@yahoo.com
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Name:__________________________________________________      Date:____________________ 

 Mr. Berkowitz         Sophomore English 

SUMMER VACATION NON-FICTION and VOCABULARY ASSIGNMENTS 
 

I. PRELIMINARY VOCABULARY TEST, due Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

IDENTIFY FIVE “UNFAMILIAR” or NEW VOCABULARY WORDS FROM THESE 

DOCUMENTS 
Directions:  On a separate sheet of paper, complete the following for each word…. 
 

A. THREE POINTS FOR EACH WORD YOU COPY 
 

B. TWO POINTS FOR WRITING DOWN EACH TEXT 
 

C. ONE POINT FOR WRITING DOWN EACH LINE  
 

D. THREE POINTS TO COPY THE SENTENCE WITH “NEW” WORD 

  • YOU MUST PUT THE SENTENCE IN QUOTES OR LOSE A POINT! 
 

E. THREE POINTS TO COPY THE SENTENCE BEFORE THE SENTENCE WITH THE WORD 

  • YOU MUST PUT THE SENTENCE IN QUOTES OR LOSE A POINT! 
 

F. THREE POINTS TO COPY THE SENTENCE AFTER THE SENTENCE WITH THE WORD 

  • YOU MUST PUT THE SENTENCE IN QUOTES OR LOSE A POINT! 
 

G. TWO POINTS FOR THE WORD’s PART OF SPEECH 
 

H. THREE POINTS FOR THE WORD’s DEFINITION 
 

For example… 
A. WORD 1: “MANDATORY”    B. TEXT: 1     C. LINE: 5 

 

D. “Thirty one countries have some form of mandatory voting according to the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 

Assistance.” 
 

E. “And it would ease the intense partisan polarization that weakens our capacity for self-government and public trust in our governing 

institutions.” 
 

F. “The list includes nine members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and two-thirds of the Latin American 

nations.” 
 

G. Adjective   H. –describes something that is required by rules and by law 

 

II. ESSAY PREPARATION, due Thursday, September 13, 2018 

Read and annotate these four documents to determine whether or not Yonkers should bid to host an 

Olympic Games. This will be your first essay. We will use this for paraphrasing upon your return. 
 

For each document please complete the following: 

∆ PREDICT 

 Underneath each title, predict what this article will discuss.  

∆ ANNOTATE 

          • Take notes on the Main Idea for every paragraph or every five lines- EVEN CHARTS 

 • Underline NO MORE than 2 lines of supporting details per chunk  

∆ SUMMARIZE  

 • Determine the GENERAL IDEA of the ENTIRE DOCUMENT: Who, what, where, when, which group, why 

∆ SYNTHESIZE 

• Determine the AUTHOR’s perspective on the topic and identify at least 2 reasons for their POV-  
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      ¡¡¡¡¡ DID THE AUTHOR AGREE WITH HAT WAS HAPPENING? DID HE/SHE OPPOSE IT? BOTH?!!!!! 
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Text 1- “Impact of the Games on Olympic Host Cities,” by Richard Cashman, Barcelona Centre d’Estudis 

Olimpics (UAB), 2002 
 

P:               
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SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
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Text 2- “When the Games Come to Town: Host Cities and the Local Impacts of the Olympics,” by Dr. Mary Smith, 

London East Research Institute Working Papers, December 2005 

 

P:               
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(THE CHART IS INCLUDED IN DOCUMENT/TEXT 2) 

  

 
SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
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Text 3- (excerpt) “3 Reasons Why Hosting the Olympics Is A Loser’s Games,” by Andrew Zimbalist, 

www.theatlantic.com, July 23, 2012 

 

P:                

 
 

SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
 

                  

 

                  

 

   

http://www.theatlantic.com/
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Text 4- “Factsheet: Legacies of the Games,” International Olympic Committee, July 17, 2012 

 
P:                
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SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
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Name:______________________________________________________ Date:______________________ 

Mr. Berkowitz         Sophomore English     

Independent Reading Log # __________  DUE:       SCORE (OUT OF 50pts):   

 

Title of novel (1pt): __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: (1pt)___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS! 
 

Date (1pts):        
 

Guardian’s Signature (3pts):        
 

At what time did you start reading (1pts):  
 

On which page did you begin reading (1pts):        
 

At what time did you STOP reading (1pts):        
 

On which page did you STOP reading (1pts):        

PLOT: WHAT HAPPENED…(10pts):        

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unfamiliar/new vocabulary word(1pts):        

 

      

 

 

Page:    

Word used in the sentence from the work(1pts):         

 

___________________________________________________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Predict the word’s 

meaning(1pt):      
   

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TYPE OF CONFLICT(1pt): ____________________________ vs. ________________________________ 
           (man/society/god/nature/technology)                                      (man/ self/ society/ god/ nature/ technology) 

ACTION/ CONFLICT- What was a problem(2pt)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

¡¡¡HOW WAS THIS CONFLICT RESOLVED? OR DID IT GET WORSE/HOW?¡¡¡¡ (2pts):        
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the setting-  

∆ Is it rural- like a 

farm? 

∆ Is it urban- like a 

city? 

∆ How much time has 

passed?  

 

WHEN, WHERE(2pts):            

 

DESCRIBE(3pts):_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

DISCUSS A 

CHARACTER (4pts):        
• Describe his/her 

appearance 

• Explain what he/she 

wanted 

• Explain what he or she 

did 

• Explain his/her 

relationship to another 

character 

 

WHO IS THIS:            
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHANGE IN A 

CHARACTER (3pts):        
• Identify a character 

• Describe or explain 

how he or she changed 

• Explain who or what 

caused this change? 

 

 

WHO IS THIS:       ∆ HOW DID S/HE CHANGE? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHAT IS ONE 

THEME/TOPIC IN 

THIS SECTION?  
(Ex: love, family, pride) 

WHY (Use details from 

that portion!) (3pts):        

 

THEME:            WHY? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
FIND A QUOTE THAT INCLUDES A SPECIFIC PIECE OF 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE (HYPERBOLE, IMAGERY, METAPHOR, 

PERSONIFICATION, SIMILE, ETC) (COPY IT HERE!) (2pts) 
 

“___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________” 

WHAT WAS THE LANGUAGE DEVELOPING (Character. Conflict, 

setting)? HOW DOES IT DEVELOP THE CHAPTER?  (3pts) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 (2pts) From what I read, I 

am bothered by/wonder 

about?        

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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