Symbiotic
Relationships
STANDARDS: 6.1G
OBJECTIVE: I CAN DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN
THE VARIOUS SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIPS
THAT EXIST WITHIN ECOSYSTEMS.
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Motivation
Answer the following questions
both in your guided notes and in
your discussion thread with your
teacher.

What do you see…?

Describe a situation where
both organisms in the
picture are benefiting each
helping
other.
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Mini LessonThree types of symbiotic relationships exist
1. Mutualism

+/+

A relationship between
organisms where both
organisms benefit.

2. Commensalism

+/na

A relationship between organisms
where one organism benefits and
one is unaffected.

+/-

A relationship between organisms
where one organism benefits and
one is harmed.
Think ”parasite and host”

Think “Mutual”

The clownfish liv es in the sea anemone
and is prov ided protection by the
tentacles (+), whereas the sea
anemone tentacles get cleaned by
the clownfish (+). Both Benefit!

3. Parasitism

The Remora fish (small) swim around the
shark waiting for the shark to eat so they
can eat the scraps. The remora fish
benefit by getting to eat (+), whereas the
shark is not benefiting or hurt (N/a).

The string-like organisms grows in and
around plants to take nutrients and
water from them. The parasitic plant
gets nutrients (+) and the other plant
(host) loses nutrients (-).
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Mini Lesson

Simulation or Video

Try the simulation to match the organisms in a symbiotic
relationship. Be sure to click on each organism for hints.
answer the following questions in both your guided
notes and discussion board thread
https://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmsc/activities/sim
ulations/gr6/unitb.html

Choose!

Watch the video and answer the following questions in
both your guided notes and discussion board thread

Which type of symbiotic relationship is being
depicted in this simulation? How do you know?

Write two interesting facts about the symbiotic
relationships you learned in the video
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Guided
Practice

Read the following passages and identify which symbiotic relationship is being
depicted.

1.

Birds eat parasites off back of ox and the ox does not get sick

2.

Clownfish stay safe from predators by staying inside sea anemone and sea
anemone eats bacteria off the fish’s back

3.

A tick feeds off the blood of its host

4.

A bird eats food out of a crocodile’s teeth therefore cleaning the teeth of the
crocodile

5.

Small fish follow around sharks to eat the leftover food the sharks drop after their
meals

6.

A tapeworm lives in the intestines of a dog and feeds off the food the dog eats.

Slide 5

Guided
Practice

3.

1.

4.

2.
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Closure

RESEARCH SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIPS THAT EXIST WITHIN HUMANS AND
DISCUSS YOUR FINDINGS IN THE DISCUSSION BOARD. BE SURE TO
RESPOND TO AT LEAST ONE OTHER CLASSMATE.

Exit Ticket
Complete the CasteLearning or complete the PDF Exit
Assessment

