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Landforms Deposited by Gravity

• Rockfalls – Talus (a pile of broken rock at 
the base of a cliff).

• Mudflow – Thin, wide sheet of deposit.

• Earthflow – Deposit thicker than mudflow

• Slump – Slump block



Deposition by Moving Water

Oxbow lakes

A u-shaped lake that forms when a 
wide meander of a river is cut off, 
creating a free-standing body of 
water.



Deposition by Moving Water (cont’d)

Floodplains
An area of low-lying ground adjacent to 
a river, formed mainly of river 
sediments and subject to flooding.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:White_River_5965.JPG


Deposition by Moving Water (cont’d)

Levees

A ridge of sediment deposited 
naturally alongside a river by 
overflowing water.



Deposition by Moving Water (cont’d)

Deltas

Mississippi

Nile

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=nile+river+delta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sfqkWRfQQmRBFM&tbnid=fRPxl34E7Q0ejM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fgsfc%2F5635018418%2F&ei=f_YGUbXUOqrj0gHql4G4DA&bvm=bv.41524429,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGI5wxSwygSKHCHleSu3AUSv9Ustg&ust=1359497216555782


Development of A Delta

A river delta is a landform that is 
formed at the mouth of a river, 
where the river flows into an 
ocean, sea, estuary, lake, or 
Reservoir.



Deposition by Moving Water (cont’d)

Alluvial Fans
A fan-shaped deposit formed where a fast-flowing stream 
flattens, slows, and spreads typically at the exit of a canyon 
onto a flatter plain. 



PRACTICE

Study slide 12 then answer the questions below:

1. As one moves to the right along the STREAM VELOCITY axis, would 
the resulting action be classified as erosion or deposition?

2. What happens to the amount of sediment being transported by the 
water in a stream as the velocity of the stream decreases?

3. What is the largest particle that can generally be transported by a 
stream moving at 200 centimeters per second?

4. A stream velocity decreases from 300 to 200 centimeters per second, 
which size sediment will be deposited?

5. What is the minimum rate of flow at which a stream of water can 
maintain the transportation of pebbles 1.0 centimeter in diameter?



LESSON 2: Exit Ticket

1. Compare and contrast deltas and alluvial fans.

2. Which material is most likely to be transported 
in suspension during periods of slower stream 
velocity?

3. What is term given to the entire land area that is 
drained by a stream and its tributaries?




