Name: Class:

7™ Grade Summer ELA Work

Summer 2023
** ALL CASIMIR PULASKI 7t GRADERS MUST READ**
Sing Down the Moon by Scott O'Dell

Guiding Question: Are quality of life, pride and honor more lmporta
than survival?

Sing Down the Moon
« Before you read Sing Down the Moon, please visit thls website:

http://navajopeople.org/
*You must read the Navajo History and the Navajo Culture section. Browse: E

through Navajo Legends and Navajo Pictures to get a better understanding-. g%
of their beliefs and daily lives. Please use this website as a reference if you‘%
come across something in the book about Navajo people and history that -
you don’t understand. '

« Complete ALL chapter guestions (attached) for Sing Down the Moon.
Questions must be answered in complete sentences using specific detalls
from the novel.

Summer Reading List

o Choose FOUR titles to read from the list on the back of this sheet;
o Complete the following assignment for TWO of the books you have
chosen to read:
» Write a four paragraph letter to the main character (Dear
[main character’s name],) of each book. In your letters be sure
to discuss:
o What you like and dislike about the character. |
e Major events the character was involved in and affected by
e What choices the main character made that you agree
and/or disagree with.
« Advice about what you may have done differently if you
were them, or what you admire about the main character.
Use specific details from the novels in your discussion; a paragraph should
be 6-8 sentences!
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**These assignments will count towards your first marking period grade.“é
in ELA. Be prepared to discuss the novels and your work. 5

*xAll assignments are due the first day of school. Please make sure th;_
your name is on all papers. b



SUMMER READING LISTGRADE 7

Students are required to read at least 5 books.
Choose one assignment for each book you read.

b

and use one of their many free templates.)

3. Designanew book cover for the book you read.

. Submit to vour teacher in September.

1. Create a flyer to advertise your book at a bookstore or at your school’s library.
{One platform you can try is Canva! You can create your own free account

2. Write a letter to a friend about the book you read and explain to them whether you liked the book or no
Make sure that your letter follows a letter format and is at least 8 sentences long.

Include the title, author, and your name as the jllustrator.

Students are required to read at least 5 books. Choose titles from the list below.

TITLE

The Crossover & other titles

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World

The Man Who Was Poe & other titles

Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler's Shadow
Kids on Strike & other titles

Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different
How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous
Code Talker & other titles

Sherlock Holmes (any title)

Breadwinner & sequels

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm & other titles

The Skin I'm In & other titles

Ranger's Apprentice Series

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome But True Story About Brain Science
Escape: The Story of the Great Houdini

Crossing the Wire & other titles

| Have Lived a Thousand Years

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories From Invisible ink to CIA Moles
To Be a Slave & other titles

Becoming Brianna & other titles

Call of the Wild, White Fang & other titles

Heat & other titles

Chinese Cinderella & other titles

War Horse

Bad Boy: A Memoir, Hoops & other titles

Eleven & other titles

Sing Down the Moon & other titles

Auma’s Long Run

Hatchet & other titles

The First Rule of Punk & other titles

City Spies & other titles

Bystander & other titles

Black Brother, Black Brother & other titles

Guys Read Series

Reshma Saujani:Girls Who Code Founder
Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps
One Crazy Summer & other titles

Hush & other titles

AUTHOR
Alexander, Kwame
Armstrong, Jennifer
Avi

Bartoletti, Susan

Blumenthal, Karen
Bragg, George
Bruchac, Joseph
Conan, Arthur & Holmes, Doyle
Ellis, Deborah
Farmer, Nancy

Flake, Sharon
Flanagan, John
Fleischman, John
Fleischman, Sid
Hobbs, Will

Jackson, Lydia Bitton
Janeczko, Paul B.
Lester, Julius
Libenson, Terri
London, Jack

Lupica, Mike

Mah, Adeline Yen
Morpurgo, Michael
Myers, Walter Dean
Myracle, Lauren
O'Dell, Scott
Odhiambo, Eucabeth
Paulsen, Gary

Perez, Cynthia

Ponti, James

Prelier, James
Rhodes, Jewell Parker
Scieszka, Jon
Sherman, Jill
Warren, Andrea
Williams-Garcia, Rita
Woodson, Jacqueline
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Name Grade
Due

Sing Down the Moon

Pleasc answer the following questions in complete sentences. Use the back of the sheet if you need
more room.

Chapter 1
1. What does Bright Morning say is “...a wonderful day?” Describe it and explain why it is
wonderful.

2. Why does Bright Morning hide her happiness? What do you think about this?

3. What had Bright Morning done the year before that made her unable to drive (lead) the sheep to
pasture anymore?

Chapter 2
1. Look up the word “mesa” and find a picture. Write the definition and include a picture or
sketch.

2. Based on the three girls' conversation, what do you think Bright Morning looks like. Describe
her and draw a sketch.




Chapter 3

1. Who is Tall Boy? How did he get his name? Why doesn’t Bright Morning's mother like him?

2. Why did the warriors leave the village?

3. Who are the Long Knives? Describe then1. Why do they come to the village?

Chapter 4
I. Look up the word “hogan” and find a picture. Write the definition and include a picture or
sketch.

2. Based on the last few chapters, describe a typical day for Bright Moming. Does she enjoy her
life? How do you know?

3. Who comes to the mesa where Running Bird and Bright Dawn are grazing their sheep? What
happens?

Chapter 5
1. How does Bright Morning react to her initial captivity?




2. Why do you think Bright Morning refused to eat? What does it show about her personality?

3. What does Bright Morning and Running Bird see during the second night? Describe it. What
do you think this means?

Chapter 6
1. Bright Moon's dog shows up. What is the importance (significance) of this? How do the
Spanish treat him? :

2. What is the girls' first impression of the town? How do you know?

3. What happens at the Jicarilla Apache's house that is offensive to Bright Moming? How does
this make her feel?

4. What message does the Nez Perce girl (sweeping on the street) seem to give to Bright Morning
as their eyes meet? What does that seem to indicate about the rest of the story?




Chapter 7 , :
1. “A surly miss,” the woman said in Spanish. “Can't you bring me one with a better disposition?”
page 32. What does”surly” mean? What docs “disposition” mean? So, how do these people

feel about Bright Morning?

2. Why was Bright Morning captured? What job was she brought to this house to do? Do you .
think she will do it? Why/why not?

3. “ told her one of my names, but not my real name.” page 34. What does this statement tell you
about the Navaho culture? Why didn't Bright Momning reveal (tell) her real name?

4, Describe Rosita's personality. How do you know?

5. Describe some of the other “cultural norms™ of the Navaho that are discussed in this chapter.
How do they contrast with the white cultural norms?
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On the back of this paper, make a list of all the characters' names you have read so far. Then,
briefly describe them; physically and/or by their relationship to Bright Morning.
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Chapter 8
1. Based on what Bright Morning thinks at the beginning of the chapter, how does she feel about

her captivity? How do you know?

2. What message does the Nez Perce girl have for Bright Morning? How do you think Bright
Morning feels about this? Why?

B
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3. Why does Rosita tell Bright Morning to avoid Nehana? What do you think about Rosita's
warning? Why?

4. How does Rosita fee! about her captivity? Why?
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5. After dinner, what plan docs Nchana tell Bright Morning?

Chapter 9
1. What holiday does Bright Morning learn about? Therefore, what time of year is it?

2. Although they don't talk, what plan does Nehana indicate to Bright Morning at the church?

3. How does Bright Morning get out of work and then out of the house?

4. How do the three girls get out of the church?
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5. Why do the girls steal horses?

Chapter 10
{. What is the problem with meeting the woodcutter?

What deal does he try to make with the girls? Do they take it?

Why is important that Nehana is with Bright Morning and Running Bird? How does she help

them?

What are the three girls worried about at the end of the chapter?

Chapter 11
1. How does Nehana continue to help the girls?

What wakes Bright Morning? What does she fear?

3. Who do the girls meet?

What does Tall Boy plan, if the Spaniards catch up to them?
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What actually happens when the Spaniard catch up to them?




6. What happened to Tall Boy?

‘Chapter 12
1. How did the village react to Bright Morning's return?

2. How did the medicine man, Bitter Water, treat Tall Boy?

3. Why don't Bright Morning's mother and sister want her to see or spend time with Tall Boy
anymore?

4. How docs Bright Morning feel about Tall Boy?

5. What is it “time for” at the cnd of Chapter 127

Chapter 13
1. What is the ceremony called?

2. List the tasks (jobs) Bright Morning has to do during the first day. Why does she have to do
them?

3. What does Bright Morning have to do cach morning of the ceremony? Why?

4. Aftes the fourth day, what was the next thing Bright Morning had to do? Why?
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5. Why does Tall Boy get angry with Bright Morming during this task?

6. Now that Bright Morning is considered a woman, what does she have to do?

7. How does Tall Boy feel about Bright Morning? How do you know?

Chapter 14
1. What demand do the Long Knives make of the village? Why, do you think?

2. How does Tall Boy react to this demand?

3. Why do most of the villagers agree to leave?
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4. How long did the people think they would be gone?

5. Why did Tall Boy return to the villagers and not fight the Long Knives?

Chapter 15
1. What happened to the villagers' hogans? -

5

2. How do the villagers react to this? %




3. What other things did the Long Knives do to the village?

4. What do the villagers finally realize?

Chapter 16
1. How did the villagers survive with very little food and water?

2. After the food ran out, what did the villagers decide to do?

3. The Long Knives found them again. What did Tall Boy do? How does he feel about it?

4. What happened to the villagers?

5. What happened to the other villages?

Chapter 17
1. Where were the Long Knives taking the Navahos?

2. Who is Little Rainbow and what does Bright Morning do for her?

3. How did the Long Knives treat the Navahos?
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4. What differing opinions do Bright Morning's mother and father have about the situation?

Chapter 18
|. How many people are being forced to march? How are they organized?
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2. Who was the second old woman to die on the trail? How did she die?

,
s

e r

G R

3. What two things did Bright Morning worry about? Why?
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4. What is Bosque Redondo? Describe it.
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5. What happened to Little Rainbow's daughters?

Chapter 19
1. How did the Navahos try to make houscs?

T

2. Why did the flour make the Navahos sick?

3. What was the conflict between the Apaches and the Navahos?

4. How were the lives (daily routines) very different here for both the women and the men? How
do the men changes as a result?
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Chapter 20
1. How did Tall Boy and Bright Morning's relationship change?

2. Describe the wedding ceremony.
3. What does Bright Morning and Tall Boy argue about at the river?
4, What decision does Bright Morning make?

Chapter 21
1. How docs Bright Morning get blankets from the Long Knives?

2. What frustrates Bright Morning about Tall Boy and all the Navaho men?
3. What did Tall Boy did to an Apache man? What happencd because he did this?

4. What does Bright Moming do about the situation? Does it help?

‘Chapter 22
1. How does Tall Boy make it back to Bright Moming?

2. Why does Bright Morning insult Tall Boy?
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3. What finally convinced Tall Boy that they must leave?

4. Where did Tall Boy and Bright Moming settle? How did they survive?

Chapter 23
1. Why did Tall Boy and Bright Morning leave their new home? Where did they go?

2. Where do they now decide to settle? Why?

3. Why was Bright Morning happy at the end of the chapter?

Postscriﬁt
Describe the historical event this novel is based upon.
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