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S Arranged by Debra Kay Robinson Lindsay
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
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g “The Star-Spangled Banner’’ was adopted as the national anthem of the.Umted States th:f
§ America in 1931 by an act of Congress. Its creation was the result of a series of events ‘ t
| started in the middle of the night at the end of the summer in 1814, two years after tf}e bzg‘n
h ning of the War of 1812, America was at war with England. British soldiers, returning irom

: the Battle of Bladenburg (near Baltimore) forcibly took Dr. William Beanes from his home: He

| was kept prisoner aboard a British warship. Legend relates that Dr. Beanes treated the ailing

sailors, but was not allowed to return to his home. Francis Scott Key, a Baltimore lawyer and
friend, located him and persuaded the Admiral to release him; however, they were not al!owed
to leave just then. The American Fort McHenry protected the entrance of the harbor leading to
Baltimore, Maryland . . . and the British wanted to capture the city of Baltimore; the F ort must
be captured! Early in the morning of September 13, 1814, the attack started, continuing
~throughout the day and night until the early hours of September 14. Dr. Beanes and Francis
' Scott Key watched the bombardment from the deck of the enemy ship. At dawn of Septqn .ber
14, when he saw the American flag, Francis Scott Key completed the poem he had been writing
' during the night. Upon being released, he showed it to his brother-in-law, who had 1t published

in the newspaper. It was an immediate success!

NOTABLE TRIVIA
The melody used for the poem was frequently heard in taverns of that day. It was a very popular
British drinking song!
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Defence of Fort MHenry

O say! can you see by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watchd, were so gallantly streaming!
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof thro™ the night that our flag was still there.

O say, does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen thro’ the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream;

"Tis the Star-Spangled Banner, O long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
~ That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion

A home and a country should leave us no more:

Their blood has washd out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave

From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave;

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph doth wave
Oer the land of the free and the home of the brave!

O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand
Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation!
Blest with victry and peace, may the heav n-rescued land
Praise the Pow'r that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,

And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave

Yer the land of the free and the home of the brave!
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Refer to the story section for answers. Place the letters of your answérs on the blanks after the

clues. Transfer the letters to the same numbered bl |
story will result, umbered blanks throughout the paragraph below. A

L. What is the name of the kindly medical

doctor? 3 T 25136 5 4
2. During what war did this adventure oc- iy 1812.
cury 14:15 1 10 7

3. Name the month when Fort McHenry — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
was attacked. 4 523 8 5 2 22 1

4. What is the name of the lawyer who SR e e St —_—— —
wrote the poem ‘‘The Star-Spangled / 1 13 6 1118 4 4 11:10.6 8

Banner’’? .

J. This is the national anthem of what . . ° Lol
country? 21618 8+-5--i3 4:813% 8 ) 4
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6. Write the last five words of verse one. o it Hbgs,

7. How did Dr. Beanes and Francis Scott e R
Key feel when allowed to go home? 20.19.13 .3
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