
Wind is a part of weather that we've all 
experienced at one time or another. 
And whether it's a welcome breeze on a hot day, 
or a destructive gust during a storm, it all starts 
in the same way: differences in air pressure. 

How does air pressure cause wind? 

Wind is caused by differences in air 
pressure, and temperature can affect 
these diferences. 

Gases are made up of tiny particles 
called molecules. 

When gas molecules in our ,.
atmosphere are warmed by,. ., ,. ,.
the sun, they do three things: •>., ,. ., .,
The molecules move quickly ,.,. •>., ,. ., They spread out ,.., 
And they rise up. ,. t •> 

When gas molecules are 
cold, they do the opposite: 

They slow down, • • •,.. 
Move closer together, • 

And sink. 

In general, air always flows from an area of 
high pressure to low pressure. 

So, cool air in high pressure areas will rush 
into the low pressure area created by rising 
warm air. 

Wind 

Whether it's a major storm like a 
hurricane or a gentle breeze on a hot day, 
all winds form in the same way-and now 
you know why! 




